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in the bickerings among the Muslim Shahi states of the Deccan. He pitted one against the
other hoping to keep them weak and thereby under his thumb.
This policy paid him rich dividends initially. But when he overplayed it, the Shahi rulers
realised that their disunity gave an advantage to Ramaraya. So, they patched up their
differences and formed a general league to destroy the common enemy. Their combined
armies were then led together against Vijayanagar.
Ramaraya faced the situation with utmost confidence. On the -south bank of the Krishna,
near the villages of Rakkasi and Tangadi, a decisive battle was fought on the 23rd of January,
1565. Ramaraya himself directed the operations in spite of his old age (He was then 93).
At first the Raya's army was successful. But two Muslim commanders of Ramaraya deserted
him and joined the Shahis with their men, causing a rout in Raya's army. Ramaraya was
taken prisoner and immediately beheaded.
In the confusion that followed, Tirumalaraya, the younger brother of Ramaraya, managed
to make good his escape to Vijayanagar and thereafter fled away to Penugonda, taking along
with him the puppet ruler Sadasivaraya, the members of the royal family and the royal treasure
loaded on one thousand five hundred and fifty elephants. The city of Vijayanagar, the capital
of the empire and Its inhabitants were left to their fate. The victorious armies of the sultans
then marched towards Vijayanagar. Uninhibited looting of the city by the Shahi chieftains as
well as ruthless robbers went on for days together.
"With fire and sword, with crowbars and axes they carried on day after day their work
of destruction. Never perhaps in the history of the world has such havoc been brought and
wrought on such a splendid city teeming with a wealthy and industrious population in the full
of prosperity one day and on the next seized, pillaged and reduced to ruins amid scenes of
savage measures and horrors beggaring description."
The Aravidu dynasty
Tirumalaraya after reaching Penugonda tried to the best of his ability to rebuild the army
and to restore order in the empire. But the task proved to be Herculian. Anarchy prevailed
in the empire from 1565 to 1571. The royal scions, the palegars and the amaranayakas
extended the limits of their own powers and territories. Tirumalaraya knew his limitations
and when he offered to recognise the amaranayakas as hereditary lords of the land In their
possession, they accepted him as their liege lord and agreed to pay him the annual rents.
After securing his position as de-facto ruier, Tirumalaraya proclaimed himself as the de-jura
ruler too in 1571, imprisoning Sadasivaraya. Thus he founded a new dynasty, known as the
Aravidu dynasty, after his surname. But by that time he was very old. He passed away in
1572 after a brief reign of eleven months as a crowned king.
Tirumaiaraya divided hte kingdom into three regions for administrative reasons and placed
them under his three sons, it is Interesting to note that this division was based on a linguistic